4.  Questions to Ministers without notice - The Minster for Education, Sport and
Culture

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):

| come now to questions for the Minister for Edumat Sport and Culture. | invite questions.

Deputy Southern?

4.1 Deputy G.P. Southern:

On the assumption that his department will takshtsre of the £2.5 million funding for the 2007
Pay Award at R.P.l., will the Minister undertakeitdorm Members what cuts in service this
will mean for individual schools and put these $ateuts in the context of previous efficiency
savings and planned budget reductions?

Senator M.E. Vibert (The Minister for Education, Sport and Culture):

Teachers, as | understand it, are currently beialipted on whether they will accept the
proposed pay increase or not. Until | know theacidion we cannot accurately gauge what
savings we will have to make throughout my depantm@ meet the States’ ceiling on spending
and where we will have to make those savings.

4.2 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Whether or not the teachers accept the R.P.I. aoffed that will either mean that £2.5 million
has to be saved from departmental budgets or degream has to be saved from departmental
budgets. Will the Minister, in principle, agreeitdorm Members what these cuts will mean for
individual schools in the context of previously regdanned reductions of budget?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

We will be informing schools and all other areasmyf Ministry as to what savings will have to
be made. | want to ensure that there are no duééseever to the quality of service we deliver,
both to students and to any other users of our igemm We will be looking and pro-rating, if
necessary, areas but we will also be ensuringwikanaintain our services as much as possible.
I do not think it would be helpful to issue an icalive list of cuts or savings to any part of the
area because they are not finalised yet.

4.3 Deputy S.C. Ferguson:

The Minister will be aware that the Education, $pard Culture facilities were used for the
Swimmarathon last weekend. Given that the Staé¢esh of Deputies Le Fondré, Pryke, Martin,
Connétable Jackson and Mrs. Walker achieved amredittg 42 laps and raised a total of £232,
and given that His Excellency’s team were absojubetstanding[Laughter] does the Minister
not consider that this was an excellent use of fawlities, and that the staff should be
congratulated on the support they gave this event?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

Unsurprisingly, Sir, 1 wholeheartedly agree, andids particularly taken with the Lieutenant
Governor's Speedos; very fetching, | thought. Suaiff always reacts very, very favourably to
the Swimarathon, and put in a lot of hours. | vdolike to congratulate everyone involved in
this year's Swimarathon, and to say that the Swamth@an, since it began, has raised over
£2.5 million and it is a fantastic community funidiag event. | would echo Deputy Ferguson’s
congratulations, not only to the States’ team dradltieutenant Governor’s team, but to all the
teams who took part and all the people who pledgedey for such a good cause.

4.4 The Deputy of St. Martin:
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Will the Minister give an update on Fort Regentr@spect of the additional floor that may be
developed for conference facilities and also anatgan the progress, if any, of the lift from
Snow Hill to the Fort?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

| am eagerly awaiting the EDAW report on St. Helngrich | understand is due very shortly,
which covers the whole of the town area and induelet Regent and on which decisions on the
future of the Fort are to be made as soon as pesslbneeds to be upgraded and refurbished
and this could include, and should include in mgwyi high-speed access from Snow Hill, and it
could include a conference centre, without impiggam the Fort’s role as a sports centre, if that
is in the best interests of the Island. | am hgpive EDAW report will at least allow us to move
forward.

4.5 Deputy D.W. Mezbourian:
What argument was put forward by the Minister is hecent unsuccessful attempt to secure
additional funding towards early years education?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

When | addressed the Council of Ministers on theppsals that | have brought forward for
nursery education on the Island, | used numerodsv@any cogent arguments involving the fact
that nursery education has proven to be of immeagee, not just to the child, but to society,

and is a fantastic investment in the future. Utnfioately, at present, the Council of Ministers
cannot find a way under the current funding to miémt funding requirement, but | am

continuing ways of looking at this because | badi¢hvat introducing the concept of an amount of
free nursery education for all 3 to 5-year oldglonIsland will be one of the best investments in
the future of Jersey the States could ever make.

4.5.1 Deputy D.W. Mezbourian:
A supplementary, Sir? Would the Minister advise House how he thinks, retrospectively, his
argument could have been more robugtaughter]

Senator M.E. Vibert:

| am not sure, Sir, how | could think retrospedijvel not only made the argument, | produced a
report which has been published which makes thageeents. Unfortunately, the States has set
a spending ceiling. There are lots of demandghar money from all the various departments
but, as | said, | believe that this issue of actessarly years education is an investment for the
future and | will be continuing to work on my feNoMinisters to persuade them it is something
we should go ahead with.

4.6 Senator J.L. Perchard:

Will the Minister join me in congratulating Jersscricket team[Members: Oh!] in its recent
victories over ltaly in the International Crickeb&hcil qualifying tournament, which will almost
certainly mean promotion for the Jersey Island sidé significant new funding from the I.C.C.
(International Cricket Council) for the sport? Wile, as Minister, reaffirm his department’s
support and future plans for all sport, especittychildren? [Aside]

Senator M.E. Vibert:

The Jersey cricket team has done the Island praudtaly, and | am pleased to say...
[Interruption] | officially wrote to the President of the J.I.C.(Jersey International Cricket
Council) yesterday and believe the letter was hdeloered to the team as they came off the
plane at the airport, giving myself and the Miny&rcongratulations to a job well done. The
team had to win one and perform well in anothercimatgainst Italy to pursue their aim of
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getting into the European league. They won tre¢ firmatches, and the third match was rained-
off. So they did brilliantly and | believe it is way forward for many sports to look at the
example set by cricket. Perhaps one day we wédl 3&rsey in the World Cup. We have
development plans for all sports in the Island.or§js a very important part of the Island’s
culture. Itis also a very important part of emsgrthat the Island remains fit and healthy in the
foreseeable future, and the fitter people are,l¢ss call there will be on health services and
other areas. So | urge everyone to support sportl arge all States Members to get an Active
Card and to get up to one of our centres and keepddy for next year’'s Swimarathon.

4.7 Senator B.E. Shenton:

At the moment, some of my tax goes towards payroenursery care of wealthy friends with
pre-school children. You are proposing that irufatl pay for the nursery care for all my
wealthy colleagues with pre-school children. Thmister often advocates means testing; why
does he not apply these standards when it contas twn department?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

I may like to inform Senator Shenton and others iitax money goes to free education for all
children in the Island between the ages of 5 andelfardless of their parents, and it is also used
between the ages of 16 and 18 for free educatibrnlo not know if he is suggesting that
everybody should pay for all education on the iglatt is a question of when that free education
starts. We looked at means testing and for thatgagup it can be very counterproductive, and
result in children who would really benefit fromreary education and care not being able to
access it. So it is a question of is an amournt pfovided, as we do with all other education
from 5 to 16, 5 to 18, as a free right or do we mse@st it? | believe that the best benefit to the
Island will be to offer a certain number of hoursef nursery education for all children and it will
be repaid so many times over in the future whenhaee less problems when those young
people attain adulthood.

4.8 Deputy P.V.F. Le Claire:

| do not like to discuss this in this context, Ibdelt that | was unable to ask a supplementary
from the Health Minister. It does relate to yoyrepple. It does relate to the impacts of young
people and sick, young people and people with nosvke go because of a lack of perceived
youth facilities. The issue of young people coggteng outside of the hospital setting off
fireworks at 3.00 a.m. in the morning, smashinglestand screaming and shouting is one that
causes great distress to sick children, the hdsg#é# that are nursing them and the parents that
are watching over them. Does the Minister recagthat this is an issue that needs addressing -
from a social perspective - the provision of mooeial facilities for young people? Also, is
there any option or any possibility that the Miarstnight be able to communicate through the
schools that the sensitive locations of these wardselation to that park, are something that
needs to be borne in mind when they are settiegvbrks off at 3.00 a.m. in the morning?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

| regret that people would disturb the hospitathett time. | think it would unreasonable to
expect us to provide youth facilities and youthbslwpen at 3.00 a.m. in the morning. | think
the issue here, and where the question really ilies, young people doing this and they are
below 16. For example, | would question what orirethey are doing out at that time and why
their parents do not know where they are and why tat them out at that time. This is, in my
view, dereliction of a parental duty and should auElressed in that way. We educate our
children in the schools through personal, socidl laealth education and respect for other people
is a cornerstone of that part of the curriculuno, Bshare Deputy Le Claire’s regret that this
happens. | believe that it needs to be dealt lagteducating the parents as well as the children,
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and | would hope that if things like this did happée police would certainly ensure that the
people causing such a disturbance were moved odeaitwith.

4.8.1 Deputy P.V.F. Le Claire:

Briefly, Sir, the police are dealing with it on angoing basis. | really thank the Minister for his
helpful answer. May | press him further that heymibring it up, or consider bringing it up,
with the head teachers to communicate it to thengqueople so they are aware as to what they
are doing and where they are doing it?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

As | said, Sir, respect for other people which #mea covers is part of our personal, social and
health education, but | will ask that in relatiom moise outside the hospital it is conveyed
through the schools.

4.9 Deputy I.J. Gorst:

Senator Shenton did ask the Minister my questilingitawith a slightly different vocab. In light

of the Minister saying that his preferred option éarly years care is to provide something like
20 hours free to every child in that age group,h@sonsidered the impact that this may have on
the excellent private provision which is alreadynigeaffected by his current policy?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

Absolutely, Sir. In fact the proposals are whobatedly supported by the private providers,

because it would involve them in the provisionla§tcare, saving us from continuing the current
policy of building nursery classes when we redepglomary schools, which is a States’ policy,

and also funding those nursery classes througmenease from the subvention from finance.
So, the private providers are very, very much wota of this because they see first hand the
benefit this would bring to the Island.

4.10 Deputy S. Pitman:
Could the Minister inform members what progress basn made by his department in
establishing Youth Service service-level agreemeitts the Parishes?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

Yes, Sir, considerable progress has been madehawea number of agreements with a number
of Parishes and we have a number of Parishes expgemterest in reaching new agreements
with us, so that initiative is progressing very wel

4.11 The Connétable of Grouville:

Would the Minister agree with me that the achievetsi@f the Jersey Rugby Club under-18s
[Laughter] is unique in its own way and that they have noached the final of their division
and that the final will be held at St. Peters wexks time and would he agree with me that a trip
by States Members out there to watch this gamedmvoeivery educational?

Senator S. Syvret:

Sir, on a point of order. Could | just make thenpthat these kind of questions, while drawing
attention to the great achievements, really areguap question time would could be used for
much more important and realistic questions?

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):

| could say from the Chair’s side | slightly sha@ur view. | had taken the decision to allow
another 2 or 3 minutes just to make sure the takert on these matters was not preventing
Members asking other policy matters. We will allte Minister to respond briefly.
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Senator M.E. Vibert:

Briefly, Sir, perhaps | can make a blanket respamsg say that the achievements of all our
sports teams is an indication of the States goodesén continuing to invest in high quality
sports facilities in the Island.

4.12 Deputy J.A. Hilton of St. Helier:
Can the Minister tell the House what progress heesnlmade to increase the number of places
available in the construction facility at Highlands school leavers?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

Yes, we are having a review with Highlands of thevgsion of not only the construction but all
the trades. It is quite difficult to increase hbr notice such provision but as part of our 14 to
19 curriculum review we are working with Highlands fact | have got a meeting arranged for
the not too distant future - where we will be tatkiwith Highlands about how we can increase
provision where required.

4.13 Deputy K.C. Lewis:
Would the Minister or his assistant update Memlegarding negotiations for the amphibious
DUKW service to Elizabeth Castle?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

Elizabeth Castle will be open from this Saturdayth3March, for free guided walking tours, |
am informed by the Jersey Heritage Trust. Sineeattiginal delay in the delivery of the new
vehicles by the new operators, the operators h@en Imegotiating with the old operators to
utilise their own vehicles in the interim. Thewbkeaoffered to purchase those old vehicles, based
on a valuation by an independent U.K. expert. Udofwately this offer has been rejected. They
have also discussed leasing or subcontractingehites but that has not been successful either.
Therefore, alternative ways have been looked atlamdew operators are aiming to import a 49-
seater version of the Hydra-Terra amphibious vehighich would be in operation sometime in
May and until then the castle will be open, asd sfr free guided walking tours.

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):
Final question, Deputy Pitman.

4.14 Deputy S. Pitman:

I would like to expand on my last question. Cothé Minister confirm what Parishes have
entered into service-level agreements with the Ndservice and what is the detail of these
service level agreements?

Senator M.E. Vibert:

| cannot give the detail of these agreements thae tbeen signed between the Parishes and
ourselves and | do not think people would expectonead out agreements such as this. There
are a number that have been done, St. Ouen isaanpde. | have not got an up-to-date list of all
the Parishes that have signed agreements butsad,|the initiative is proceeding well and if
Deputy Pitman wishes to know which ones, if she ldidike to contact the department or the
Youth Service, or even ask somebody she knows whverny closely connected with the Youth
Service, | am sure they can tell her, Sir.

The Greffier of the States (in the Chair):
That brings question time to an end.
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